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Honoring the 2025 Silver SurfersHonoring the 2025 Silver Surfers
Filmmakers

Bruce BrownBruce Brown
Dana BrownDana Brown

and Surfers

Mike HynsonMike Hynson
Robert AugustRobert August

WingnutWingnut
Pat O’ConnellPat O’Connell

FO R  T H E  C A L I FO R N I A  S U R F  M U S E U M

Celebrate an Endless Summer of fun! fun! fun!



		  DATE	 LOCATION	 THEME / HONOREES

	 1st	 May 8, 2008 	 Ocean House	 Paddle Out: raising funds for move to  
				    312 Pier View Way

	2nd	 May 14, 2009	 CSM	 Celebrating California Surf Museum’s new home

	3rd	 June 5, 2010	 CSM	 Honoring Women On Waves

	4th	 June 11, 2011	 CSM	� Feeling Groovy – Transitions 1966-72;  
California Surf Museum’s 25th Anniversary

	5th	 June 9, 2012	 CSM	 Celebrating our past with vision for the future 

	6th	 June 8, 2013 	 CSM	� Wind ‘n Sea Surf Club’s 50th Anniversary 

	 7th	 Oct. 4, 2014 	 SpringHill	 Back to Basics

	8th	 Nov. 21, 2015 	 SpringHill	 Going Big with Greg Noll 

	9th	 Oct. 29, 2016 	 SpringHill	� ‘66 World Contest 50th Anniversary with Nat Young 
and Joyce Hoffman

	10th	 Oct. 28, 2017 	 Cape Rey	� Early ‘70s culture icons Gerry Lopez and Jericho 
Poppler, and ISA President Fernando Aguerre

	11th	 Nov. 10, 2018	 Cape Rey	� The ‘76 Revolutionaries: Wayne “Rabbit” Bartholomew,  
Ian Cairns, Dane Kealoha, Margo Oberg, Mark “MR” 
Richards, Shaun Tomson and Peter “PT” Townend

	12th	 Oct. 26, 2019	 Cape Rey	� Don Hansen, Lisa Andersen and Tom Curren

	13th	 Nov. 6, 2021	 Cape Rey	� Kim Mearig, Debbie Beacham, Lynne Boyer, Joel 
Tudor, Donald Takayama in memory, Tom Morey in 
celebration

	14th	 Nov. 5, 2022	 Cape Rey	� Bing Copeland, Kathy “Gidget” Zuckerman,  
Yvon Chouinard

15th 	 Nov. 4, 2023	 Cape Rey	� 1965 Duke Kahanamoku Team: Paul Strauch, Joey 
Cabell, Fred Hemmings, Butch Van Artsdalen in 
memory, and Surfing Pioneer Marge Calhoun in 
memory

16th		 Nov. 1, 2024	 Cape Rey	� 1960s Stylists Mary Lou Drummy, Mickey Muñoz,  
L.J. Richards, and filmmaker Greg MacGillivray

The California Surf Museum’s Board of Directors, staff, docents and 
volunteers — and all who have so generously contributed to making 

this event possible — are absolutely stoked to have you with us. It is the 
generosity and soul surfer spirit exemplified by each and every member 
of this evening’s assembled California Surf Museum-supporting lineup that 
guarantees it to be a fun, successful and memorable time for all.

As you leave here at the end of the night with a smile on your face, know 
that your support has made possible our continuation of building upon nearly 
40 years of service in collecting, preserving, sharing, and celebrating a surfing 
heritage that belongs to us all. It is through your support that we can continue 
to expand our educational offerings, special exhibits and museum-hosted 
special events. To our guests and donors, we extend our deepest appreciation. 
Know that your donation will quickly be put to work.

Tonight, we also come to honor six extraordinary individuals with the 
Museum’s once in a lifetime Silver Surfer Award, our 13th presentation. Each 
honoree has in their own way enriched the culture of surfing. We are honored 
to have you with us for this historic event and acknowledgment of their 
contribution.

Welcome to the 
17th Annual Gala!

California Surf Museum’s Annual Gala FundraisersCalifornia Surf Museum’s Annual Gala Fundraisers

Are you ready to have some fun?Are you ready to have some fun?
17th Annual Gala Staff17th Annual Gala Staff
Event Director Louise Balma

Planning Committee Louise Balma, Jericho 
Poppler Bartlow, Rosalyn Broas, Camille 
Cacas, Donna Cleary, Pierce Flynn, Deidre 
Girod, Jim Kempton, Mark Lamb, Mike Lewis, 
Brian Logan, Allison Murray, Parry Payne, 
Danny Quisenberry, Tara Lee Torburn, Jeff 
Warner, Joe Willix 

Marketing Jeff Duclos, Jeff and Amy Warner / 
Design Grotto (digital), Tara Lee Torburn (print)

Public Relations c3 Communications

Creative Director / Gala Program Tara Lee 
Torburn. Contributing writers Jeff Duclos, 
Encyclopedia of Surfing.

Contributing Photographers Bruce Brown 
Films LLC, Dana Brown Films/Facebook, 
Grant Ellis, Hammer, Sharon Marshall,  
Pat O’Connell, Jim Pidgeon, Ron Stoner,  
Tara Lee Torburn, Wingnut

Venue The Seabird Resort and Spa, Oceanside

Banner Display Tara Lee Torburn, Jim 
Pidgeon, Steve Floren, Tom Dahnke

Reception Louise Balma, Camille Cacas, 
Steve Floren, Patti Francis, Jann Kempton, 
Allison Murray, Kim Richards 

Photography Lance Smith, Tara Lee Torburn, 
Joe Wilix

Live Streaming Social Media Team Jeff and 
Amy Warner / Design Grotto

Film Crew Matthew Melin, Brittany Pope

Entertainment Dave and Kylea Sheils, The 
Long View Band

Silent and Live Auctions Louise Balma,  
Gabe Burris, Camille Cacas, Donna Cleary, 
Tom Dahnke, Jann Kempton, Jim Kempton

Spin to Win Mike Lewis

Audio / Visual The Seabird Resort and Spa

Videos Opper Films / The Surf Network

Emcees Jim Kempton, Pierce Flynn

Auctioneer Jesse Hernandez / California 
Coast Auctions

Floral Centerpieces Louise Balma, Rosalyn 
Broas and friends, Donna Cleary, Jaclyn 
Young, Jane Schmauss, Marti Pililani White

Sponsor Branded Centerpieces Jack Stone

Silver Surfer Awards Larry Balma, Tara Lee 
Torburn, MGM Plastics, Waterjet West, Victor 
Ramos polishing, Paul Wesley Boone / 
Oceansidengraving

Tribute Surfboard Rich Pavel for Mike Hynson 

CSM Staff Gabe Burris, Camille Cacas, Tom 
Dahnke, Jane Schmauss

Volunteers Steve Floren, Marie Joyce, Mike 
Lewis and friends, Jim Marmack, Suzanne 
Moffette, Mike Murray, Curry Wilix, Joe Willix, 
Rick Wilson



David and Kylea SheilsDavid and Kylea Sheils

The Long View BandThe Long View BandThis Evening’s ProgramThis Evening’s Program
in the Grand Coastal Ballroomin the Grand Coastal Ballroom

Honorary ChairwomanHonorary Chairwoman
Jericho Poppler BartlowJericho Poppler Bartlow

Live Music!Live Music!

The California Surf Museum recruited 2017 Silver 
Surfer honoree Jericho Poppler Bartlow as this 

year’s Honorary Gala Chair, and she accepted. 
While the position of Honorary Chair is generally 

known as a symbolic position, Jericho jumped in and 
worked hard to promote the Gala, bringing her event 
knowledge, pragmatic suggestions and unending 
enthusiasm to the Gala Committee. 

A long time supporter of the California Surf Museum 
who shows up at just about every event, this year’s Gala 
Committee could not be happier she embraced her role 
— setting a high standard for the next Honorary Chair.

2017 Silver Surfer honorees: Jericho with, from left, Fernando Aguerre 
and Gerry Lopez, and her presenter Gregory Harrison. 

Kylea and David perform at a past Gala Fundraiser.
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This band plays classic rock ‘n roll (the surf museum’s 
favorite!), rockabilly, folk and country, all reimagined 

by a self-taught family from coastal Southern California.
Layse, Enzo, Coco and Del have appeared at the 

California Surf Museum and always get a huge 
round of applause and demand for encores. We 
are excited to have them add something extra 
special to this year’s Gala! 

David Sheils, usually with his daughter Kylea, have 
provided live music at the Gala for the last several 

years while we all socialize and bid on Silent Auction 
items. They are two members of Never Die Young, a 
band formed by David and his longtime friend Tim 
Godwin.

Never Die Young was born from these two musicians’ 
great respect for one another and their longing to 
continue to perform in venues across the US. Having been 
influenced by the legendary style of James Taylor, it made 
even more sense to create a project that paid 
the ultimate respect to his music. The band 
performs locally at The Belly Up with a holiday 
concert in December.

5:20
•  You found your seat. Enjoy your salad!

5:40
•  Dinner service begins.

6:15
• � Welcome and Recognitions by Jesse Hernandez, 

CSM Executive Director Jim Kempton, CSM co-
founder Jane Schmauss, CSM Board of Directors 
President Jeff Duclos.

6:35
• � Live Auction, Raise the Paddle, Heads & Tails

7:00
• � Winning bids for silent auction items available for 

payment and pick up at Gala registration.

7:30
• � Silver Surfer Award presentations

8:00
•  Award presentations conclude.
•  Time to socialize!
•  Thank you to all and to all a good night!

The Long View Band: Layse, Coco, Del and Enzo.
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Eris Food Co.
Fleet Science Center

Frontwave Arena
Gerber Kawasaki 

Wealth Management
Goat Hill Park

Golf at Omni La Costa
GoPro

Guy Takayama
Handel’s Ice Cream
Hansen Surfboards

Harrah’s
Herb & Sea

Herb and Wood Restaurant
Hobie Surf Shop

Holley Hill Pottery
Holy Sits

Howard and Joanie Mees
Humu Surf Company

Huntington Beach  
Harley-Davidson

Hyda Helmets
Jake’s Del Mar
Jamie O’Brien  

Surf Experience
Japanese Friendship 
Garden and Museum

Jason Mraz
Jim Kempton
John Lamb

Kat De Laet Portraits
Killer Dana

La Costa Resort
Larry and Louise Balma/

Tracker
Laurel Roberts

Le Coq Restaurant
Living Coast 

Discovery Center
Luika’s Shop

Lynne Merchant
Mangia e Bevi 

Maritime Museum  
of San Diego

Thank You to the Gala Auction Donors!Thank You to the Gala Auction Donors!
LIVE AUCTIONLIVE AUCTION

ONLINE AUCTIONONLINE AUCTION
Be sure to check this out on  Be sure to check this out on  

biddingowl.com until November 14biddingowl.com until November 14

Hynson tribute Hobie surfboard  
shaped by Rich Pavel
“First We Surf Feast” 

Jim Kempton will prepare a meal  
for 6 at your home from his book  

“First We Surf, Then We Eat.”
“Cooking with Styles”  

CBS8’s Shawn Styles will prepare  
and host a dinner with his wife Molly  

for 6 guests at your home.
Pendoflex 9’2” Streaker Seeker 

shaped by Steve Pendarvis  
with Wave Dancer art by Cher Pendarvis

Live paint by Wade Koniakowsky
Surfing trip to Costa Rica
Surfing trip to Nicaragua

Surfing trip to a Secret Spot! 

TIS Off Road Rims and Tires

1996 surfboard signed by many on the Padres

Two 6-strand square pretzel Rattan Chairs

Robert August Surfboard

LeRoy Grannis Framed Photo, 78”w x 56”h

Oceanside Gift Basket

Sun Valley Snowboard/Ski Package

VIP seats to see the Stray Cats November 20  
at The Sound, Del Mar Fairgrounds

Dan Johnson Lithograph

Day with a Pro Skateboarder

and more . . .

333 Pacific 
574 Organic Tequila

78 Thai Kitchen
Ace Hardware, Carlsbad

Agua Hedionda 
Lagoon Foundation

Alfred Laws
Andi Esposito/ 

Point Break Design
Back to Cali

Beach Break Café
Beach City Smoothies

Beach Hut Deli
BeachFront Only 
Vacation Rentals

Best Pizza
Board Bin Snowboard Shop 

Ketchum
Brad and Heidi Russell

Brenda Stokes
California Locos

California Surf Museum
Candle Bar

Carlsbad Golf Carts
Carlsbad Magazine

Case by Case, Oregon
Children’s Museum  

of Discovery
Chocolate Bar

Coomber Craft Wines 
Corky Carroll

Courtyard Marriot 
Cycle City Hawaii

Dave Kaplan Management 
Surfdog Inc.
Dave Tourjé

Day with a Pro Skateboarder
Don’s Country Kitchen

Dr. Bronner’s Magic Soaps
Duke’s Huntington Beach

Duke’s La Jolla
Duke’s Malibu

Encinitas Surfboards
Encyclopedia of Surfing

Masters of Surf Photography
Mike Lewis
Minxnails

Mission San Luis Rey 
Museum

Mraz Family Farms
Nathan Gibbs 

Art and Design
NXTC Surfboards

Oceanside Adventures
Oceanside Gift Basket

Oceanside Museum of Art
Oceanside Sea Center

Ohana Creations
Okuma Fishing Rods

On the Sands Vacations
Pacific Harley-Davidson

Pacific Southwest  
Railway Museum

Pat O’Connell
Pelley’s Fish Market

Pier View Coffee
Piscifun 

Pizza Port  
Brewing Company

Poseidon Restaurant
Primo’s Pizza

Privateer Restaurant
Pura Vida

Quail Street Coffee Roasters
Ralph Rubio
Rebel Villa

Robin Logan/ 
Logan Earth Ski

Salmon Creek Bait & Tackle 
San Diego  

Automotive Museum
San Diego Museum of Art

Scott Kish
Sean Davey

Sector 9 Complete 
Skateboards
Shawn Styles
Shelta Hats

Shibumi Shade Company
Shore House Restaurant

Skateboarding Hall of Fame
Smith Eyewear

Spirito’s Restaurant
Steve and Cher Pendarvis/ 

Pendoflex
Sun Bum

Sun Valley Snowboard
SunDiego
Surf Ride

Surfside Sports
Tequila Fortaleza
Teresa MacGregor

The Board Bin
The Plot 

The Skatepark Project
Tillman Eakes

Timmy Patterson
TIS Wheels & Tires

Tommy Daniels
Trader Joe’s Oceanside

Troy Lee Designs
USS Midway Museum

Vans
Visit Oceanside

Vissla
Wade Koniakowsky

Wahoo’s Tacos
Waterways Travel  
Surf Adventures

Wet and Wild Adventures
Whitlock Surf Experience

Wildland Restaurant
Wingnut

Woodbridge Creek Winery
Zach Voight



The Silver Surfer The Silver Surfer 
AwardAward

Bing Copeland 2022
Butch Van Artsdalen 2023

Dane Kealoha 2018
Debbie Beacham 2021

Don Hansen 2019
Donald Takayama 2021
Fernando Aguerre 2017
Fred Hemmings 2023

Gary Linden 2009
Gerry Lopez 2017

Greg MacGillivray 2024
Greg Noll 2015

Ian “Kanga” Cairns 2018
Jericho Poppler 2017

Joel Tudor 2021
Joey Cabell 2023

Joyce Hoffman 2016
Linda Benson 2010
Lisa Andersen 2019
L.J. Richards 2024
Lynne Boyer 2021

Kathy “Gidget” Zuckerman 2022
Kim Mearig 2021

Marge Calhoun 2023
Margo Godfrey Oberg 2018
Mark “MR” Richards 2018
Mary Lou Drummy 2024

Mickey Muñoz 2024
Nat Young 2016

Paul Strauch 2023
Peter “PT” Townend 2018

Shaun Tomson 2018
Skip Frye 2011

Tom Curren 2019
Tom Morey 2021

Wayne “Rabbit” Bartholomew 2018
Yvon Chouinard 2022

A once in a lifetime achievement honor, the “Silver 
Surfer Award,” designed and cast by Larry Balma, 

is presented by the California Surf Museum to a surfer 
who has made significant contributions to the culture 
and lifestyle of the surfing community. The recipient is 
presented with a “Silver Surfer Award” inscribed with 
their name and year of honor; a perpetual “Silver Surfer 
Award” with names of all recipients is housed at the 
California Surf Museum.

Past Silver Surfer HonoreesPast Silver Surfer Honorees

Congratulations to the  
2025 Silver Surfers

Larry and Louise Balma

CONGRATULATIONS TO  
2025 SILVER SURFER HONOREES  

BRUCE BROWN
DANA BROWN
MIKE HYNSON

ROBERT AUGUST
WINGNUT

PAT O’CONNELL
FOR YOUR CONTRIBUTIONS TO THE  

CULTURE AND LIFESTYLE OF THE  
SURFING COMMUNITY.

A big thank you to the  
California Surf Museum  

for your ongoing dedication to the  
preservation of surfing history.

Warm Regards,
Terri Murray



Bruce Brown
Silver Surfer 2025

Inscription on Bruce’s  
Silver Surfer Award

Director  
The Endless Summer

Academy Award 
Nominee:  

On Any Sunday 1971

Surfing Walk of Fame 
inductee 1994

Pioneer of Surf and 
Sports Documentaries

Personalized watch 
presented by

Bruce and Dana BrownBruce and Dana Brown

Beginning in 1958 and up to 1964, 
Bruce Brown created and produced 

nearly a half dozen surfing adventure 
documentaries. But it would be the release 
of his next film in 1964, The Endless 
Summer, that would not only forever 
cement his reputation as a great storyteller 
but would also become and remain one 
of the most globally influential films of its 
genre. 

Thirty years later, assisted by his eldest son 
Dana, Bruce decided to take his legacy a step 
further by coming out of semi-retirement to 
produce and direct The Endless Summer II, a 

On Any Sunday, Brown’s 
1971 motorcycling movie, 

co-produced by actor Steve 
McQueen, earned Brown an 

Academy Award nomination 
for Best Documentary.

The motorcycle community 
brought Bruce many lifelong 
friendships like this one with 

Steve McQueen.

brucebrownfilms.com



Inscription on Dana’s  
Silver Surfer Award

Director, Producer, 
Screenwriter 

Writer and Editor  
The Endless Summer II

Director Award-winning 
film Step into Liquid

Director of Dust to Glory

Personalized watch 
presented by

Dana Brown
Silver Surfer 2025

follow-up film intended to retrace the steps 
of the first film while showing the growth 
and evolution of surfing in the decades since 
its release. 

Close by his side and intricately involved in 
this project Dana served as co-writer and co-
editor and spent two years traveling with his 
father during its making. Both father and son 
are being honored with special Silver Surfer 
awards for their significant contribution in 
advancing the culture and lifestyle of surfing.

Bruce Brown died at home in 2017 from 
a heart ailment and complications from a 
broken hip. He was 80. 

Today, Dana continues to follow in his 
father’s filmmaking footsteps as well as 
further establish his own place as a master 
filmmaker with the 2003 release of “Step into 
Liquid.” The film follows the lives of some of 
the biggest names in surfing taking on some 
of the most remote spots and challenging 
waves — from Pipeline to the coast of Ireland 
and the beaches of Vietnam, to what was 
for many a first look at the massive waves 
of the Cortes Bank. The film was described 
by Rolling Stone’s Pete Travers as “the best 
surfing documentary ever made.”

Wingnut, Pat O’Connell 
and Dana share laughs, 
memories and stories 
from their time on The 
Endless Summer II.

“The very best part of 
being in The Endless 
Summer II was spending 
time with Bruce. Bruce 
brought more people to 
the world of surfing than 
anyone in history. He had a very pure, intentional sense of 
humor that was only for good.” 

— Pat O’Connell

“Bruce taught me to look out side of the wave. To turn 
around and look at where you are. To have an appreciation 
for the world around you.”

— Wingnut 

“Surfing is not 
really about 
the time riding 
the waves; it’s 
about the time 
getting there.”

— Dana Brown

Dana Brown Films 
on Facebook

ALL PHOTOS: BRUCE BROWN FILMS, LLC OR DANA BROWN FILMS ON FACEBOOK.

On location in Rapa Nui shooting for Step Into Liquid.



Personalized watch 
presented by

Inscription on Mike’s  
Silver Surfer Award

Star of  
The Endless Summer

Innovator of the down-
rail surfboard design

Founding member of 
Windansea Surf Club

Indie Film Producer 
Rainbow Bridge

Read more about Mike 
on surfmuseum.org

Mike Hynson
Silver Surfer 2025

Mike, born in 1942 and 
after moving around, 

settled down with his family 
in the mid-‘50s in San 
Diego’s Pacific Beach, where 
he began surfing. Nimble 

and athletic, he quickly became one of the 
area’s best riders; surfing Hawaii for the first 
time in late 1961, he was one of the first to 
ride Pipeline on Oahu’s North Shore. 

In 1963, right when Hynson began looking 
for a reason to leave the country to avoid 
the draft, filmmaker Bruce Brown asked if he 
wanted to go around the world to shoot The 
Endless Summer. 

The blond-haired regularfooter was paired 
with dark-haired goofyfooter Robert August; 
along with Brown, the two surfers visited 
Africa, Australia, New Zealand, Tahiti, and 
Hawaii. Hynson’s sublime first ride at Cape  
St. Francis — the right-breaking point surf the 
group discovered in South Africa, memorably 
presented as the answer to “the search for 
the perfect wave” — was the movie’s high 
point.

Hynson was a surfer of great 
composure, arranging his arms, legs, 
head, and torso into positions that 
would come to define proper surfing 
style. Hynson was also a trendsetter 
on the beach, with surf racks on his Jaguar 
sports car, a wardrobe full of stylish clothes, 
and his hair always combed neatly back from 
his forehead, even while in the water. 

A commercial surfboard shaper since 
1959, and a star on the Hobie Surfboards 
shaping roster in 1963, Hynson returned from 
his Endless Summer travels, jumped over 
to Gordon & Smith Surfboards, and soon 
released the tri-stringer Hynson Model, a 
signature board later known as the “red fin” 
for its distinctive blood-red skeg. 

Hynson was cited by Surfer magazine in 
1985 as one of “25 Surfers Whose Surfing 
Changed the Sport.”

Sadly, Windansea Surf Club member Mike 
Hynson, a top innovator as a surfer 
and surfboard shaper passed away 
on January 9, 2025.
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Personalized watch 
presented by

Inscription on Robert’s  
Silver Surfer Award

Star of  
The Endless Summer

Leader in the  
Longboard Renaissance

Surfing Walk of Fame 
inductee 1994

Surfboard shaper 
Extraordinaire

Robert August
Silver Surfer 2025

Robert, born in 1948 in Hermosa Beach, 
California, was raised in Seal Beach, just 

north of Huntington Beach. He began surfing 
at age six, under the guidance of his father, 
Blackie August, a one-time Redondo Beach 
lifeguard who surfed with Duke Kahanamoku 
during the famous Hawaiian’s frequent visits 
to California.

August developed a smooth and relaxed 
wave-riding style and later became a 
dependable if not spectacular competitive 
surfer. In his early teens, August was featured 
in two of Bruce Brown’s surf movies, and 
a few months after high school graduation 
(he was senior class president), the 18-year-
old flew with Brown and San Diego surfer 
Mike Hynson to Senegal to begin filming The 
Endless Summer. Over the next few months, 
they traveled through Africa, India, Australia, 
New Zealand, and Tahiti. 

August worked in 1965 as a salesman at 
Jacobs Surfboards in Hermosa. He began 
shaping boards in 1966, first for Jacobs, then 
as a Huntington Beacg-area freelancer. In 
1974 he opened Robert August Surf Shop in 

Fullerton, and two years later relocated to 
Huntington Beach. The longboard renaissance, 
beginning in the early ‘80s, was a boon to 
August’s business; he closed the retail store in 
1998, but by 2000 his boardmaking factory 
was producing about 4,000 boards a year —
almost exclusively longboards and longboard 
hybrids — and distributing them to dozens of 
outlets worldwide.

August had a cameo in 1994’s The Endless 
Summer II, Bruce Brown’s long-awaited sequel: 
he also appeared in Dana Brown’s 2003’s Step 
Into Liquid.
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Bruce and Robert, The Endless Summer.

Surfing in Guatemala, 2006.



Personalized watch 
presented by

Inscription on Wingnut’s  
Silver Surfer Award

Star of  
The Endless Summer II

Entrepreneurial innovator 
Surf With A Pro 

Noserider Extraordinaire

Revered Surf Instructor

Wingnut
Silver Surfer 2025

Wingnut is a good-humored neoclassic 
longboarder from Santa Cruz, 

California, and a costar in the 1994 surf 
movie The Endless Summer II. 

Robert Weaver was born in 1965 in 
Cologne, Germany; moved with his family at 
age three to Newport Beach, California; began 
surfing in 1982 at age 16, and for reasons 
never made clear, was dubbed “Wingnut” by a 
group of older Newport locals. Alone among 
his teenage peers, he was a longboard-only 
surfer from the beginning.

Wingnut moved to Santa Cruz in 1986, 
spent most of ‘87 and ‘88 in Hawaii, and 
in 1990 received a B.S. in economics from 
U.C. Santa Cruz. In 1992 and ‘93, he traveled 
around the world shooting The Endless 
Summer II with filmmaker Bruce Brown and 
shortboarding costar Pat O’Connell. 

In 1997, the always congenial Wingnut 
became the director of the O’Neill Surf 
Academy in Europe, conducting instructional 
classes sponsored by industry giant O’Neill 
Wetsuits in England, Belgium, Spain, the 
Netherlands, and Italy. He later moved on to 

high-end private lessons and 
is regarded as one of the 
sport’s finest instructors. “He’s 
one of the best longboarders and nose riders 
of the modern era,” Outside magazine noted, 
adding, “he’s always cheerful, always peppy, 
always entertaining, and always optimistic.”

Wingnut has been the headline surfer, 
as surfer, host, or narrator — sometimes all 
three — in dozens of videos and documentary 
series. He was also featured in Dana Brown’s 
2003 hit, Step Into Liquid. An instructional 
book, Wingnut’s Complete Surfing, was 
published in 2009.

Having too much fun! Pat O’Connell, Bruce Brown, Wingnut and Robert 
August are all smiles!
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Surfing and golfing! Guatemala, 2006.



Personalized watch 
presented by

Inscription on Pat’s  
Silver Surfer Award

Star of  
The Endless Summer II

Surfers’ Hall of Fame 
inductee 2009 

World Surfing 
Championship 

Competitor 1990

Surf Industry Executive 
and Mentor

Pat O’Connell
Silver Surfer 2025

Pat, a now-retired pro surfer from Laguna 
Niguel, California, is best known as the 

skipping, giggling, permanently cheerful 
shortboarder in the 1994 surf movie The 
Endless Summer II. He was described by 
Surfline as “the happiest surfer alive.”

O’Connell was born in 1971, raised just 
outside of Chicago, Illinois, and began surfing 
at age 12, after moving with his family to 
Southern California. Eight years later he was 
getting good results in the local pro contests, 
and in 1992 and 1993 he and Santa Cruz 
longboarder Robert “Wingnut” Weaver spent 
18 months shooting on location at surf breaks 
around the world for The Endless Summer II.

While Wingnut epitomizes the modern 
version of a 1960s style longboarder, 
O’Connell was a young contest surfer and 
representative of a more contemporary style 
of surfing and equipment. He was the first 
surfer in The Endless Summer series to surf 
with a shortboard.

When O’Connell qualified for the world 
championship pro tour in 1995 (he also won 
that year’s Katin Team Challenge), the blond-

haired regularfoot was thought of as too 
nice to ever be a contender. “I want to be 
everybody’s friend,” he told Surfer magazine in 
1998. “I suppose that’s a character flaw in pro 
surfing.” He also said that he’d recently gotten 
in touch with “my inner asshole” — and his 11th-
place finish that year was indeed a career best.

O’Connell retired from the tour after the 
2004 season. In 2009 he was inducted to 
the Huntington 
Beach Surfing 
Walk of Fame. 
O’Connell has 
worked for Hurley 
International 
as a marketing 
director and a 
contest organizer 
since the mid-
2000s.

The Endless Summer II promo still.
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The California Surf Museum is a 501(c)(3) nonprofit organization.

The California Surf Museum serves as an international repository and resource center 
on the lifestyle sport of surfing by capturing, preserving and chronicling its art, culture 
and heritage for the education and enjoyment of current and future generations.

312 Pier View Way • Oceanside, California 92054
(760) 721-6876 • surfmuseum.org

1986-1988 George’s Restaurant, 641 South Coast Highway 101, Encinitas
•	 Display of historical surf artifacts

1988-1989 Moonlight Plaza, 315 South Coast Highway 101, Encinitas
•	 Surfing: Trestles to Tourmaline
•	 Iron Men, Wooden Boards

1989-1991 Promenade Shopping Center #157,  
4150 Mission Blvd., Pacific Beach
•	 Foam Boards, 1958-1968: The Renaissance
•	 Malibu to Windansea

1991-1996 308 North Pacific Street, Oceanside
•	 Oceanside’s Native Sons: Phil Edwards, Petey Johnson, LJ Richards
•	 Pioneers of Dana Point: Lorrin Harrison and Ron Drummond
•	 The Golden Age of Big Wave Guns
•	 “This is Grannis” 
•	 Riders of Sunset Seas: Doc Ball and Tom Blake

1996-2009 223 North Coast Highway, Oceanside
•	 It Takes Two to Tandem
•	 Early California Surfriders: Doc Ball and PVSC
•	 The Surfer Shaper Show
•	 Tom Keck: Exposed
•	 From the Brown Mercury to SL8ER — A Glimpse of 100 Years of Surfing 

Culture in Southern California 

2009-Present 312 Pier View Way, Oceanside 

2009
•	 100 Years of Surfing in Southern California
•	 Sidewalk Surfers
•	 The Secret Spot (permanent installation)
•	 Oceanside Longboard Surfing Club

2010
•	 Women On Waves: A History of Women in Surfing
•	 American Pickers: Plastic Fantastic

2011
•	 California Surf Museum: The First 25 Years
•	 Courageous Inspiration: Bethany Hamilton (long-term display)
•	 Transitional Thinking: A Short Story 1966-1972
•	 Clay to Urethane: Skateboard Transitions 1965-1975
•	 Hansen Surfboards: A 50-Year Retrospective
•	 Annual Stone Steps Contest: Beer for Breakfast

2012
•	 A Brief History of Surfboards: from Wood to Foam and Fiberglass 
	 (permanent exhibit)
•	 My Oceanside: Photographs by Aaron Checkwood
•	 Need for Speed: Downhill Skateboarding at Signal Hill
•	 Aaron Chang: Water Housings and Cameras
•	 HOBIE: Shaping A Culture

2013
•	 The Magic of Windansea: Five Decades of Capers, Shapers & Stories  

of California’s Legendary Surf Club
•	 Tan Your Hide in Oceanside: in recognition of Oceanside’s 125 Years 
•	 San Onofre, Birthplace of Southern California Beach Culture 

2014
•	 Bodysurfing: Pure, Simple… and Fun!
•	 The Legendary John Severson
•	 Peter Spacek: Scrimshaw on Surfboards
•	 ReRip: surfboards re-purposed as art 

2015
•	 Gems From the Vault
•	 Swami’s Surfing Association 50 Years of Fellowship
•	 Bud Browne, Surfing’s First Filmmaker: Grabs
•	 The Art of Heather Brown
•	 Art of Surf by Kevin A. Short
•	 Where’s the Surf? Find your swell direction with CDIP (permanent exhibit)
•	 Going Big: Riding Giants Around the World — A 21-Gun Salute to the 

History of Big Wave Surfing
•	 Greg Noll: Da Bull

2016
•	 Bodysurfing: Fins and Handplanes
•	 Gonzalez Ink: Roy Gonzalez, Rebel with a Pen
•	 The 1966 World Surfing Championships: A Defining Moment in  

Competitive Surfing
•	 Nat Young: Nat’s Nat and That’s That

2017
•	 China Beach: Surfing During the Vietnam War and the Healing Power of 
	 Wave-riding

2018
•	 Billabong Salute to Pipeline: A Celebration of the Surfboards, Shapers  

and Surfers Who Ride the World’s Most Famous Wave
•	 Hurley: Shaping Foam Surfboards

2019
•	 The History of Adaptive Surfing: the Healing Power of Wave-riding
•	 Mike Doyle 1941-2019: A Waterman’s Waterman
•	 Making Waves: Meet Zack Flores

2020-2021
•	 MULTIPLES: Abstractions in Symmetry — Photos by Russell Spencer
•	 Making Waves: Meet Hunter Pochop
•	 Surfboard Craftsmanship: Artistry in Wood
•	 Riding Giants
•	 Let’s Boogie! Tom Morey and the Evolution of the Boogie Board
•	 Making Waves: Meet Caitlin Simmers

2022
•	 Donald Takayama: Shaping Boards and Lives
•	 Making Waves: Meet Bryce Wettstein

2023
•	 The Science of Surfing
•	 Inaugural A.R. Gurrey, Jr. Surf Photography Competition Winners
•	 Making Waves: Jack and Reid Van Wagoner

2024
•	 Stars, Cars & Guitars: The Birth of the Modern Surf Era 1958-1965
•	 2nd Annual A. R. Gurrey, Jr. Surf Photography Competition Winners

2025
•	 GHOST WAVE: The Mystery of Cortes Bank
•	 3rd Annual A. R. Gurrey, Jr. Surf Photography Competition Winners
•	 SURF ART: Exploring Southern California’s Coastal Culture

California Surf Museum: 39 Years of ExhibitsCalifornia Surf Museum: 39 Years of Exhibits
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